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Romans LL 16. 


I am Nor ASHAMED or THE GOS= 
PEL OF CHRIST, FOR IT 1S THE 
POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVA=- 
TION, 


UCH was the language of 
the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
and ſuch ought to be the language 
of every diſciple of our crucified 
Lord, the Son of the moſt High. 
Not ſimply the voice of the 
, tongue, but of the heart. That 
| ſupreme Being, who reigneth 
above, muſt be worſhipped in 
| Spirit and in truth, if we hope for 
| the approbation of an all-wiſe, 
i and the reward of an all-. powerful 


| B God. 


1 


God. If the profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity muſt needs be told what 
the goſpel of Chriſt really is, that 
very goſpel (in expreſs terms) an- 
ſwers for itſelf; it is the power of 
God unto ſalvation. Well then 
might our apoſtle, with full aſſu- 
rance, and the heart felt ſatisfac- 
tion of an approving conſcience, 
with extacy cry out, I am not 


| aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


Why ſhould he bluſh to own him- 
ſelf a follower of that Lamb, who 
came not to do his own will, but the 


| will off his God and our God? 


Why diſown that goſpel, in which 


God has revealed to us the terms 
of our acceptance, and piven us 
the power of ſecuring our ſalva- 
tion, on the ſure baſis of his un- 
alterable juſtice ? 


That 


3 

That the knowledge to inform 
ourſelves, or the ſpirit to declare 
and follow the truth, as we find it 
in the goſpel, ſhould dwell among 
us in ſmaller meaſure than did 
with the apoſtles, is not a matter 
of wonder. But that common ho- 
neſty, and a ſpirit which would 
look down upon the favours of a 
bigotted ſuperior, ſhould be fo 
rare a matter in this famed land 


of liberty, is truly pitiable ! 


We plainly ſee, and in diſputa- 
tions with the followers of the 
Roman faith, warmly urge the 
ſufficiency of the ſcriptures for the 
ſalvation of man; and that without 
the aid of human authority, that 
one volume, the covenant be- 
tween the Son of God, and the 


B 2 inha- 


(8-3 
inhabitants of this lower world, | 
containeth all things neceſſary, 
and is, of itſelf, ſufficient for the 
reconciling of man to his offended 
God. Yet when we (who ſtill 
plume ourſelves upon being Pro- a 
teſtants) come to controvert queſ- | 
tions among ourſelves, and reduce 
our boaſted principles to practice, 
how often do we find this corner- 
ſtone of Proteſtantiſm diſpenſed 
0 with. The decrees of councils ; 
. the dogmatical opinions of reve- 
if rend, but fallible fathers ; the de- | 
terminations of a body of inter- | 
eſted men, who have been dig- 
nified with the name of the 
church, are ever had recourſe 
to. Human authority is artfully 
blended with divine, and the 
monſtrous medley, (backed by | 

pro- 
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protection from the civil power) 
impoſed upon our underflandings, 
and ſecured by the inflicting of 
pains and penalties, by ſuſpenſions 
and deprivations. The benign 
ſpirit of the New Teſtament is 
waved for the more turbulent and 
perſecuting one of the Koran of 
Mahomet. Chriſtianity is then ſo 
diſguiſed, that a primitive diſciple, 
would not know her. as the work 
of the ſame maſter. Where will 
the blindneſs of man carry us! 
When will their perverſeneſs ſuf- 
fer us to turn unto Thee, thou 
our only Protector here, and 


Judge hereafter | 


To employ much time in an 
encomium on the excellency of 
the goſpel, would not at this time 

be 


1 
be to pay it any compliment, or 
be doing juſtice to the good ſenſe 
of a Proteſtant aſſembly. Vet let 
me, in ſo many words, moſt ear- 
neſtly and affectionately entreat, 
and endeavour to perſuade you, to 
truſt yourſelf with that volume 
alone, and there to read your duty 
to God, your neighbour, and 
yourſelf, without other comment 
than from the candid informer. 
So highly do I reverence the in- 
ſpired pages, that I am ſatisfied 
they will ſpeak more abundantly 
in their own favour, than if la- 
boured volumes were employed to 
tell their ſterling worth. Words 
are wanting 3 your own ſenſes 
will direct you to pronounce the 
whole, the book of books. 

How 
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How is the reformation of this 
country from the errors of Rome 
to be juſtified, if we do not abide 
by that leading principle, The 
ſufficiency of the Scriptures ? 
What better claim have the wild 
chimeras of idle-headed church- 
men to our implicit ſubmiſhon, 
than the traditions of the Roman 
ſee ? The artful interpolations and 
omiſſions of the Papiſts, ſurely 
deſerve the ſame credit as ſome of 
the wire-drawn miſconſtructions, 
the very fallacious arguments of 
ſome of our own church. Alas! 
it is equally true of the whole, 
that they are all gone out of the 
way; they are altogether become um- 
profitable ; there is. none that doetb 
good, no not one. Their throat 
is an open ſepulchre ; with their 

tongues 


610 
tongues have they uſed deceit ; the 
Poiſon of aſps is under their lips; 
whoſe mouth is full of curſing and 
bitterneſs. Their feet are ſwift to 
ſhed blood. Deſtruction and miſery 
are in their ways, and the way of 
peace have they not known*, But 
inconſiſtency is almoſt inſeparable 
from humanity. While at the 
head of Proteſtantiſm ſtand the 
ſufficiency of the holy ſcriptures, 
and the right of private judgment 
in religious matters: While theſe 
dignify our church with the name 
of Chriſtian, and declare her 
members conſiſtent with their 
pretenſions to a ſeparation from 
the power and influence of the 


Roman pontift: While theſe are 


Rom. III. 12-17. 
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our boaſt and our glory, how is 
it to be lamented that we do not 
atchieve the deed? While a fur- 
ther reformation is acknowledged 
to be neceſſary, why do we not 
proceed to the arduous, but great 
and glorious, the immortal under- 
taking, the reducing an eccleſiaſ- 
tical eſtabliſhment” nearer to the 
ſtandard of ſcripture, 'that inex- 
hauſtible fountain, from whence 
flow living waters? As we moſt 
happily differ from the Romaniſts, 


in having the bible open to all, 


why do we yet conform to them, 
in receiving the addition of hu- 
man explications? This, like the 
refiners of valuable ore, is mixing 
droſs with the moſt pure of metals. 
This is neither the wiſdom of the 
ſerpent, nor yet the innocence of 

C the 


| (: $8} 

the dove. Well may we be charged 
with /e//-adulation, while we vaunt 
ourſelves on plumes which are 
not our own; and declare our 
imagined excellency to be real. 
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1 The moderate and diſcerning part 
1 of mankind will pity our folly, 
| | and laugh at our ignorance. Why 
' thould the found learning, the 
14 more liberal caſt of mind in this, 
14 ſtoop to the abſurdities of the 
jt || doctors in jargon of the laſt cen- 


tury? Knowledge has been pro- 
greſſive in divinity, as well as in 


—— - — — 
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WI. the other ſciences. Not that the 
[| religion of Jeſus is variable and 
T's uncertain in any degree, but be- 
q cauſe the doctrines and command- 
. ments of men have been impoſed 


upon mankind for the word of 
God. How readily would moſt 


men 


n 
men join in the laugh at a phy- 
ſician who ſhould ſhut his ears 


to the many diſcoveries which 


have been made of late years in 


medicine, and preſcribe by the 
rules of two ages back? Why 
then ſhould I look for the Chri- 
ſtian religion in any other books 
than the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, though recommended by 
the learned of a Hampton-Court- 
conference, and countenanced by 
the authority of the powers of the 
world? The ignorance of former 
times might have excuſed, but 
the lights of theſe days prevent 


even an apology. 


To conclude ; as a miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, let me re- 
mind you, in the very words of 

C 2 our 


( 14 ) 


our inſpired apoſtle, that the gof- 
pel of Chriſt is the power of God 


unto ſalvation. And let me moſt 
earneſtly entreat you, to anſwer 


all the arguments which art and 


ſophiſtry can propoſe, with the 


undaunted courage of one who 


can give an account of the faith 
that is in him; ſpeak aloud with 
St. Paul, I am not aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt. This will be 
the moſt convincing proof of 
your thorough, belief of the im- 
portant truths contained in that 
goſpel ; and a lite regulated by its 
moſt wiſe and righteous Precepts 
will be the moſt inconteſtible evi- 
dence of your ſincerity. While 
ſpeculative divinity, an attention 


to the abſtruſe parts of the writ- 
ten word, employs the mind, it is 


too 


— . . EE Lon 


(229-11 
too much inclined, abſolutely to 
engroſs the attention. The ways 
of his laws, and the works ' of his 
commandments, are the terms of 


our aceeptance. (Theſe will avail 
when the reveries of the book- 


worm ſhall change his ſhallow- 


grounded religion into infidelity, 
by reaſon of the weakneſs of man's 
attempting to fathom the ſecret 
councils of the Almighty.) Suf- 
ficient is known to us, to make 
us both good and happy; and 


further, reaſon and revelation it- 


ſelf forbid us to go. It is poſſible 
to become infidels by thinking 


too much, as well as by not 
thinking at all. Practical Chri- 
ſtianity is the criterion of our laſt 
ſentence, This will, through the 
mercy of God, and the mediation 


of 


— —— 
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of our bleſſed Redeemer, Chriſt 
Jeſus, bring us to that place, 
which will be the eternal dwel- 
ling of thoſe who have food faßt 
in that liberty wherewith Chriſ | 
hath made them free. Now unto | 
him, &c. 


S ER MO N II. 


From Mar. XXVIII. 18, 19. 
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Preached on Tzainity SuN DAY. 
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MarTHEW XXVIII. 218, 19. 


Jzsus CAME AND SPAKE UN ro 
THEM, SAYING, ALL POWER 18 
GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN 
AND IN EARTH, GO vE THERE- 
FORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, 
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME 


OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SoN, AND OF THE HoLy Gnosr. 


HE latter part of my text 

hath very frequently been 
urged by the advocates for the 
opinion of Athanaſius, on the 
ſubject of this day's meditation. 
I have repeated the whole, that 
you may not judge by piece- 


3 ' meal, 


4 


meal, or be led into opinions by 
detached pieces of our Lord's diſ- 
courſe. The inſpired volume is 
our only reſource. That, as Chri- 
ſtians, we firmly believe; would 
to God we better diſcharged the 
excellent moral duties, with 
which it every where abounds. 
Theſe, inſtead of forming us into 
ſceptics, are very weighty (nay 
would, to a reaſonable mind, be 
alone ſufficient) evidences of its 
having been the united labour of 
the inſpired penmen. A fact 
which we find related there, tho 
the limits of the human under- 
ſtanding cannot comprehend, yet 
amply merits our aſſent, becauſe 
in the volume of the book it is 
Writlen, 
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The contentions which have 


attended the eſtabliſhing the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, have deeply 
ſtained with blood the hiſtory 
of every kingdom where it has 
been broached, for a ſucceſſion of 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
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centuries. © O] that we could 


draw an impervious veil over 
the dreadful ſcenes that fol- 
lowed, and hide for ever from 
the eyes of men, thoſe excom- 
munications, impriſonments, 
confiſcations, baniſhments, in- 
ſurrections, murders, maſſacres, 
and tortures brought on Chri- 
ſtians, by one another, for not 
underſtanding and profeſſing, 
what all parties acknowledged 
could not be underſtood*,” 


* Dr. Robertſon's Attempt, 3d edit. p. 41. 
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Till the fourth century after 
Chriſt, we have no account of the 
doctrine itſelf ; the very name by 
which it was called was not then 
in being, and cannot be found 
any where in the Old or New 
Teſtament. Atbanaſius of Alex- 
andria firſt advanced it at the 
Council of Nice, in the year 325 
after our Saviour's paſſion. To 
go through the intermediate ſteps 
of the hiſtory, would be little 
better than a detail of the bittereft 
contentions, ſuch as would be a diſ- 
grace to humanity. This novelty 
of the young eccleſiaſtic, was how- 
ever as warmly oppoſed as it had 
been unadviſedly advanced. All 
that remains for us, is to mark 
the conduct of the litigants, and 
view it with the abhorrence it de- 
ſerves, 


(3 7] 
ſerves, and carefully to avoid any 
likeneſs of it in our own. It 
very nearly behoves us candidly 


and impartially to conſider, whe- 


ther we ſhall be juſtified by ſerip · 


ture. We muſt ever have an eye 
on that record of the will of our 
bleſſed Maſter, without regarding 


the doctrines of men. 


Go ye therefore, (ſaid our Savi- 
our to his diſciples) and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt. This carries 
an appearance of an equality and 
coeternity; and hath accordingly 
been much inſiſted on, as direct 
to the point. But let an honeſt, 
and unbiaſſed judgment, read the 
former part of the text, the very 

intro- 


( 24 ) 


introduction to theſe words; all 
power is given unto me. The per- 
ſon receiving, muſt, in this caſe 
clearly be inferior to the perſon 
giving : and yet the perſon who 
ſpake the one, ſpake the other 
alſo. The moſt natural and ob- 
vious meaning of the being 4ap- 
tized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſeems to be, © that thoſe 
te thus baptized, are the diſciples 
tc of theſe three, and willing to 


e be ſo called; that is, they ac- 


c knowledge theſe three to be 
e the founders and authors of 
« the religion they profeſs ; that 
ce it proceeded, or took its riſe 
& from the Father; was taught, 
te or revealed by the Son; and 
« was clearly explained, and 


„ con- 


( 25 ) 
confirmed by the Holy Ghoſt, 


ce or Spirit.“ 


Another paſſage in St. John's 
firſt epiſtle, is generally thought 
to be agreeable to the commonly 
received notion. There are three 
that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 
The moſt exact and induſtrious 
enquirer + into the ſtate of the 
original copy, hath ſufficiently 
proved this very paſſage to be an 
interpolation. In the earlier co- 


pies of this epiſtle it is not to 
be found, and was, doubtleſs in- 


*Illuſtration of the New Teſtament, in 


loc. p. 191. 
＋ Sir Iſaac Newton. 


rind 


(48 ] 
ſerted by the partizans of PTY 
naſius. But granting it to ſtand ; 
the beſt critics have underſtood 
the words, the/e three are one, not 
as one perſon or ſubſtance ; but, 
that theſe: three, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, agree 
in one , one reflimony the truth. 
And this ſenſe is agreeable to 
ſeveral hundred other paſſages, 
without being attended with dif- 
ficultics, and unintelligible diſtinc- 
tions. My Father is greater than 


J: and again, I am not come to 


do my own will, but the will of him 
that ſent me, were the words of 
Chriſt himſelf. Was this the 
place, I could offer abundance of 
authorities to my purpoſe ; tho 
there is indeed an appearance of 
them on both ſides of the queſ- 


tion. 
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tion. But the doubtful paſſages 


muſt ever give way to the clear 
and poſitive ones. 


After all that has been ſaid on 
this ſubject within the laſt 1400 
years, notwithſtanding the num- 
ber of pages, I may ſay the thou- 
ſands of volumes which have been 
written, we remain juſt where we 
were: we are not one jot wiſer, 
except the knowledge of our ig- 
norance be called wiſdom. All 
parties have alternately been 
called heretics; numbers of both 
have been led martyrs to the 
ſtake, when their adverſaries had 
the ſanction of the ſovereign 
magiſtrate. Almoſt every Chri- 
ſtian virtue hath been violated to 
eſtabliſh it. Charity, patience, 

E per- 


( 28 ) 
perſeyerance, humanity and bene- 
volence, brotherly-love, and good 
will towards all on whom the 
Almighty hath ſtamped the figure 
of man, have been turned adrift, 
and made way for the diſtinguiſh- 


ing characteriſtics of furies, rather 


than of rational beings. © The 
« armour of hell hath” in this 


caſe moſt apparently © been worn 
cc in the cauſe of heaven.” By 
theſe means, Chriſtianity hath 
greatly ſuffered from the intem- 
perate zeal of miſtaken men, if 
not of venal and intereſted bigots. 
Bigotry ever turns a deaf ear to 
truth; ſhe is active on the 
fide of hell; ſcarce knowing why 
the ſells herſelf to the blinded 
mercenaries of the prince of 
darkneſs Though ſhe cannot 


Con- 
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6 
convince, ſhe will continue to 
impoſe. Indulgent heaven hath 
however, I truſt, now baniſhed 
her theſe kingdoms, though too 
apparent that indifference hath 
ſucceeded her. It is moderation 
and candor which muſt ulti- 


mately guide us to the glorious 
mean. 


What concluſion is to be drawn 
from the hypotheſis of Athanaſius 
favourable to the Chriſtian cauſe, 
I know not. Both parties may 
be alike good Chriſtians, while 
they will let others enjoy their 
opinions, which neither affect 
their lives or ſociety, without 
moleſtation. Neither of them 
deſerve the glorious name of diſ- 
ciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, while 
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phrenſy inſtead of reaſon directs 
their actions. In the oppoſite 
ſcale, the worſhip of the one ſu- 
preme Being is maintained, which 
doubtleſs furniſhes the mind with 
higher notions of the power and 
infinity of the Father of all; and 
this worſhip is through the medi- 
ation of his bleſſed Son, that he 
will ſend the Holy Ghoſt unto 
us, that is, aſhit us with his 
Holy Spirit. 


In the public ſervice of our 


church, we find parts which are 


agrecable to both opinions. Were 
they uniform, with a ſufficient 
latitude for people of differing 
ſentiments on the one ſubject, of 
which we are all alike ignorant, 
the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity 


- would 


* 
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would appear more eminently in 
them. Reſtraints upon the will 
are ſhackles, which only ſerve as 
a maſk for hypocriſy. Wolves 
may come to us in ſheep's cloath- 
ing, but they are not leſs to be 
feared on that account; they are 
more likely to ſurpriſe us, and 
conſequently more dangerous ene- 
mies. 


It hath been well obſerved by 
a late very learned and worthy 
prelate * of our own church, that 
our lives may be orthodox, tho' 
our faith may not. And as our 
lives muſt be the touch-ſtone to 
try our final ſentence, what mat- 
ters the little difference of opi- 


William Wake. 
nions 
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nions in theſe myſterious points ? 
Sincerity, in our religious pro- 
feſſions is that one article on 
which I ſhould be inclined to reſt 
the whole. Every part of natu- 
ral, as well as revealed religion, 
Join in this; if we will view the 
law of nature, and the law of the 
goſpel, in that amiable and en- 
gaging figure they wear, when 
void of the diſguiſe with which 
artful men have coloured them. 
With fincerity in our religious 
profeſſions, and a life ſubordinate 
thereto, I truſt all mankind will 
be within the limits of the mercy 
of our God and our Lord. What 
deficiencics are here wanting, 
each man is himſelf accountable 
for. We are free agents and ra- 
tional beings 3 but if we circum- 


{cribe 
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ſcribe our free agency by a fence 
of our own raiſing, and abuſe 
the reaſon which God hath given 
us, we ceaſe to be men, in the 
moſt important ſenſe of the word. 
When we compliment any ſet of 
men with our ſenſes, we pay a 
price which bears no proportion 
to the purchaſe. If we gain the 
whole world, and all its bewitch- 


ing gratifications, and yet loſe our 


/oul, what ſhall it profit us ? Ele- 


gantly is the queſtion put, Vbat 


[hall a man give in exchange for 


his foul & 


The belief of every Chriſtian 
doctrine, the practice of every 
Chriſtian virtue, may yet be 
found, where there are ſome 
doubts reſpecting this one point. 

Every 


( 

Every man muſt judge for him- 
felf: it is the privilege of reaſon, 
the great palladium of Proteſtan- 
tiſm. (It was impoſſible from this 
place to lay the arguments before 
you, without abridging them, and 
thereby greatly injuring them. I 
have therefore dwelt more upon 
the general nature of the two 
opinions. Every man's own ſenſes 
muſt determine for himſelf.) 
While the ' queſtion is thus ſur- 
rounded? and embarraſſed with 
clouds of darkneſs, which the 
finite and limited underſtand- 
ings, the ſhort ſightedneſs of 
man, cannot perforate; we ought 
with the greateſt diffidence to 
cenſure others who differ from 
us, let our opinions be / inclined 
either to the one fide or the 
4 other. 
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other. It is ſeriouſly to be la- 
mented, that ſome of our prede- 
ceſſors have been too poſitive in 
their injunctions. But we muſt 
ever remember, and deeply im- 
print upon our minds—We muſt . 
not fail to nouriſh and defend 
that deareſt pledge which is now 
left to us—a ſcriptural right to 
private judgment. And let me 
add; by our filence we ſhould 
betray our Chriſtian liberty ; by 
concealing our opinion, we ſhould 
contradict the doctrine of St. Paul 
to the Galatians, when he tells 


them to fand faſt in that liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them 


Now unto Him, who is the 


only King of Kings, and Lord 


þ Ot 
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of Lords, who alone hath immor- 
tality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach, 


whom no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee, unto Him be aſcribed 
honour, praiſe, power, and do- 


minion everlaſting. 
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